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one exception of the western portion of the Minbxi district, where
the climate proved so unhealthy that it was found necessary to
suspend operations and withdraw the force. One division (two
guns) of Royal Artillery returned from the effort to meet Boh
Shwe with only one-eighth of gunners and drivers effective, the
remainder^ their strength being on the sick list ; other corps
were in much the same state.

There appeared to foe an idea, at this time, that the widespread
anarchy and rebellion were traceable to the civil and military
administration of Upper Burma, and were of recent birth, and that
the loss of officers and men in their suppression could have been
avoided. The details of the actions, however, totally disprove
the second charge, and show that the loss was unprecedently small
when compared with the efforts called for,

Comparison of the pacification      ** is Besting to compare the state of
of Pegu in 1853-56, and that of   Upper Burma at this time with the state

Upper Burma.                         of pegu ^^ ^  annexation>

Pegu was annexed on 20th October 1852; Captain Phayre
reported on the 2nd August 1853 that the whole of the country
east of the Irrawaddy was entirely unsubdued. In September 1853
things were reported to be no better. A projected expedition
against Tapun had to be abandoned, as it was not possible to hold
the place. It was Br decided that only posts on the river could be
held. It was not till the beginning of 1855 that Gaing Gyfs
power was broken, and he was never caught. Our troops suffered
defeats up to the third year of our occupation.

In contradistinction to the idea in 1853 that only posts on the
Irrawaddy could be held, the force occupying Upper Burma in 1886
had struck inland and occupied the country at the foot of the Shan
hills, a distance, in some places, of 120 miles from that river.
! In Pegu a large portion of the population were in active alliance
with us ; in Upper Burma this result had not as yet been arrived at.
The area of Pegu is but 26,000 square miles ; that of Upper Burma
is about 100,000. The population of the former is one- third of that
of the latter.

Had the Burma field force remained stockaded on the banks of

%e Irrawaddy, there would  not have been the daily reports of

iions, and their consequent casualties, but dacoity and insurrection